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• A Changing Farming 

Landscape 



20:80 moving to 10:90



Canadian net farm income and gross revenue     , 

inflation adjusted, net of government payments, 1926–2016
Graph sources: Statistics Canada, CANSIM matrices, and Statistics Canada, Agricultural Economic Statistics, Catalogue No. 21-603-XPE



Risk



Fewer and Larger Farms:

Technology Intensity

Biological Diversity and Integration

Trends







US Farmers  

still mostly  

O.W.M.



• 2016 - 78,000 women operating farms in 
Canada 

= 28.7 % of Canadian farmers

Up only marginally from 

27.4 % in 2011 

(Statistics Canada)



• A Changing Off-Farm  

Landscape 



• A Changing Relationship 

between Farmers and 

Everyone Else? 





Specialized grain farming

Specialized livestock

production
Consumer



Von Massow, M., et al. 2019. University of Guelph, Food Focus Report



?





“reality, for anyone and 
everyone is how the world 

occurs to them.”

Steve Zaffron, Vanto Group



“Good to Eat

and 

Good to Think”



“The Cook is 

the Link 

between 

Humans and 

Nature”













• Social Licence Issue as a 

Case Study 



GMO’s















• The end of operating as B2B 

• The fallacy of educating the 
consumer 

Especially in the new media reality



• Paths Forward?



• What does society want from 

Agriculture?



Agricultural Deliverables to Society:
- safe, reliable, cheap raw commodity

- safe, high quality food

- land (soil) stewardship
- clean water 

- high quality, safe niche products

- clean energy platforms 

- food security and sovereignty

- connection to the land 

- health and wellness products

- healthy environment

- cultural diversity

- economic potential

- vibrant rural communities
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• What do we or should we  

claim as “Agriculture”?







• What Else?











Agriculture
Operates in and 
Affects Global 
And Local Cycles 
-Water
-Carbon
-Nutrients



Agriculture affects the 
Environment 

For the Vast Majority of 
People in the World
Agriculture is 
their
Environment



• And…..

Are there new opportunities to 

position agriculture as a sector 

for economic growth?
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• Paths Forward?



• Is Agriculture aligned with 

societal and market 

trajectories?
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What we should be eating 

(Harvard's Healthy Eating Plate Model)

What we are actually producing 

(According to 2011 FAO)
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Krishna et al. (2018). PLoS ONE 13(10): e0205683. 



• The market is not a monolith







• The efforts for the commons 

were/are great…but are they  

enough?



• Where should farmers put their 

energies?



• Can Farmers Dig Their Heels 

In?



• What Role do Agricultural 

Organizations Play in New or 

Different Paths Forward?



• What is an Agricultural 

Organization?















• The Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance 

(GHFFA) is a partnership between the Toronto 

Region Conservation Authority, the Friends of the 

Greenbelt, the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, 

Food and Rural Affairs, and the regional 

municipalities and Federations of Agriculture in 

Niagara, Peel, Halton, York, and Durham, and the 

cities of Hamilton and Toronto.



• The Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance 

(GHFFA) is a partnership between the Toronto 

Region Conservation Authority, the Friends of the 

Greenbelt, the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, 

Food and Rural Affairs, and the regional 

municipalities and Federations of Agriculture in 

Niagara, Peel, Halton, York, and Durham, and the 

cities of Hamilton and Toronto.



• Conclusions?



• Conclusions?

• The Landscape has changed and is 

Changing



• Conclusions?

• The Landscape has changed and is 

Changing (Society and the Market is 

Changing)



• Conclusions?

• Agriculture is Full of Opportunity



• Conclusions?

• Agriculture is Full of Opportunity –

And it Can fuel National Economic 

Growth



• Conclusions?

• What will farmers & farmer 

Organizations make of the 

Opportunities?


